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THE COLLECTOR 



great book lover, nor a bibliopegist, according to the ideas of the 
present time. In truth, Grolier was a great numismatist and a 
dilettante with books. Colbert, who had good advisers, bought 
the Grolier collection of coins and medals, but refused to buy the 
Grolier books, and book lovers'of to-day who are also numismatists 
approve him. Somebody should write of Grolier as a numis- 
matist. 

* * * 

Mr. Louis Prang of Boston recently read before a conference 
of the Normal Art School in Boston a paper on Color, in which he 
took issue with Young, Helmholtz, Von Bezold, Church, Rood, 
and others concerning fundamental beliefs in the modern scientific 
theory of color. Mr. Prang quoted the oft-repeated declaration 
of the scientists that blue and yellow lights produce not green but 
white, and showed by the aid of the Maxwell rotary-disk how this 
declaration, while true of experiments with a certain particular 
blue and yellow, is untrue of a combination of the ideal blue and 
the ideal yellow. For ideal blue he used a blue free from both 
red and yellow ; for ideal yellow a yellow free from both blue and 
red. His experimental demonstration showed that the scientists' 
mistake had arisen from too loose a use of the names blue and 
yellow, these names being applied in every-day parlance to a great 
variety of impure hues. Following this experiment, Mr. Prang 
showed by the use of the Maxwell wheel that the typical red, 
yellow, and blue do, in combination, produce white of low lumi- 
nosity. The reason why the possibility of this has been denied by. 
scientists lies also in their wrong choice of colors for experiment, 
using impure instead of pure hues. Next, Mr. Prang considered 
the scientific claim that yellow and blue cannot be primaries, be- 
cause yellow can be obtained by the mixture of red and green/and 
blue by the mixture of green and violet. Mr. Prang showed by 
other experiments that these statements of results are true, but 
he also showed that the scientifically accepted inference from 
these facts is wrong. The red of the spectrum is not a pure red, 
but one containing a good deal of yellow. When a typical green 
combines with such a red, the complementary relation is not per- 
fect. There is present an excess of yellow over and above the 
elements necessary to form white light, and this residue of yellow 
naturally gives the resulting light a yellowish tinge. Mr. Prang in- 
tends to make public an extended account of his investigations 
and the apparatus he has devised for experiment and illustration. 



HENRIOT AND RENOUARD 



Maynard Goff keeps a meat market at Lewiston, Me. The other day a 

man who looked as if he had followed the sea walked into his shop and 

taking a small salt-bag from his pocket, poured its contents on the top of 

the chopping block. Out rolled two or three hundred coins of every 

nation, clime and time. There were pieces from Hayti; British colony 

coins of Hong Kong; brass money of the empire of the Celestials; old coins 

of France; rare old heads on English, German, Bulgarian, Hungarian and 

Dutch coins; half-penny and half-cent pieces, and many other coins. 

" Have 'em all for five dollars," said the man. Mr. Goff pulled out a bill 

and the man went out. " Thave counted 'em up," says Mr. Goff, "and they 

come to over four dollars in face value, and there are single coins that are 

worth over five dollars." 

* * * 

Hagerstowo, Md., has a coin collector in a Mr. Harry Henneberger, of 
East Washington street. In his collection is one large French piece of 
Louis XVI time. A very complete series of large copper pennies embrac- 
ing thirty of the issues from 1800 to 1856 is among the number. Among 
the half-dollars are those of the years 1808, 1809, 1820, 1830, 1831, 1832, 
1833, 1836, 1837 and 1838. There is a copper coin of the date of 1787, and 
bearing the inscription " Aiictori Corinec." An Irish coin and a half-cent of 
1828* are ajso fine specimens. In paper money Mr. Henneberger is the 
possessor of a ten-cent corporation note of Hagerstown, issued January 27, 
1863, some Confederate, issues, and many other long-treasured specimens 
of paper currency. 

The so-called English Mercuric, now in MS. in the British Museum, has 
been proved to be a forgery. The oldest regular newspaper published in 
England was established by Nathaniel Butler, in 1662. The oldest paper in 
France was commenced by Theophraitus Renaudot, in 1632, during the 
reign of Louis XIII. It was called the Gazette de France. The first Dutch 
newspaper, which is still continued under the name of the Haarlem Courant, 
is dated January 8, 1656. It was then called De Weeckelycke Courante van 
Europa, and contained two small folio pages of news. The first Russian 
newspaper was published in 1703. Peier the Great not only took part per- 
sonally in its editorial composition, but in correcting proofs, as appears 
from sheets, still in existence, in which are marks and alterations in his own 
hand. There are two complete copies of the first year's edition of this 
paper in the Imperial Library of St. Petersburg.. The first newspaper estab- 
lished in North America was the Boston News-Letter, commenced April 24, 
1704. It was half a sheet of paper, twelve inches by eight, two columns on 
a page. It survived for seventy- two years, and advocated the policy of the 
British government at the outbreak of the Revolution. 



T~\UPRAT & CO , who have, after a fashion, created a specialty 
'- J in unique illustrated works, show now an album of original 
designs by Henriot which, perhaps, surpasses their previous things 
in this direction. It is entitled " Parisiens et Parisiennes," and is 
a series of drawings in pen, ink and water-colors, having for their 
subject some of the most noted figures in the literary and artistic 
life of the gay capital. The individuals represented are : Alex- 
andre Dumas, Ludovic Halevy, Francois Coppee, Pierre Veron, 
Alphonse Daudet, the elder Coquelin, E. Reyer, Henri Meilhac, 
Emile Zola, Victorien Sardou, Edouard Detaille, Paul Bourget, 
Victor Capoul, and E. Pailleron ; and as representing the gentler 
sex, Bernhardt, Judic, Jeanne Granier, Suzanne Reichemberg, 
Yvette Guilbert, Theo, Jane Hading, Mile. Bartet, the caf6-chan- - 
tante star Theresa, and the celebrities known by the euphonious 
sobriquets of La Louloue, and Grille d'Egout, or sewer-grating, 
who attract custom to the Moulin Rouge. 

These drawings are executed on bristol board, of a long folio 
size, in bright, free washes of water-color, reinforced with the pen. 
The portrait of each person is supplemented by smaller sketches 
indicative of his or her vocation, or bearing upon the works of the 
original. On the back of each sheet is a letter-press, in the au- 
tograph of the artist, which is, in several cases, made more inter- 
esting by autographs of the celebrities themselves. The work is, 
in brief, just such a creation as could be produced in Paris, and in 
Paris alone, of all the cities in the world. It is enclosed in a port- 
folio, but when properly bound will constitute a perfect master- 
piece of unique book-making, well worthy of the marvelous col- 
lection of Mr. George B. De Forest himself. 

Another work. which is to be -seen at the same house is "La 
Danse," a series of twenty designs by Paul Renouard, reproduced 
in facsimile from the originals, which were in colored chalks, by 
a new process, under the supervision of MM. Charles Gillot and 
Th,eodore Child, the former of whom issues them. The artist is 
one of the most accomplished designers of our time. He is a 
Frenchman of that rare breed of observers who has been able to 
draw Englishmen in England, Irishmen in Ireland, and Americans 
in America like what they are in real life. In his character 
sketches of his own country he is, naturally,'no less graphic and 
true to the spirit of his subject. He is essentially a man of the . 
modern school, but of the best and most enduring phase of that 
school, avoiding its extravagances and cultivating that which is . 
worth following in its tenets. 

The drawings which make up this work are sketches of the 
ballet girl behind the scenes. They show her as she is on duty, 
and are replete with character and movement. The prints are of 
a really wonderful harmony of color — a point, by the way, which 
the editors made a special aim for, as their prospectus states, "la 
Danse " is issued in an edition limited to 275 copies on China, and 
20 on Japan paper, all numbered. The plates were destroyed 
when the printing of the edition was completed. Duprat & Co. 
have control of the few copies which the discerning French col- 
lectors have permitted to escape to this side of the Atlantic. . 

The late historian Freeman had a great liking for architectural sketches, 
and at his death had accumulated a large collection of drawings made by 
himself of notable buildings in .England and on the Continent. But he 
cared nothing for paintings, and never went into a picture gallery. 

* * * 

The King of Siam, who is said to possess one of the finest collections of. 
diamonds in the world, recently sent an agent to Paris to sell his best gems. 

* * * 

The reputation which the Bodleian Library enjoys for its collection of 
Cotton Mather's works has recently been put in peril by one of the sub- 
ordinates of that famous institution, who stole these books. They were valued 
at £%o. It is satisfactory, however, to learn that the whole of the Mather 
tracts have been recovered. The offender was sent to prison for a month 

with hard labor. 

* * * 

The result of Mr. James Gill's fifteenth annual art display at Springfield, 
Mass., is given by the Republican of that city. The total of sales was 
$28,500, and the works disposed of by Mr. Gill included examples of J. C. 
Arter, W. V. Birney, Walter Blackman, A. T. Bricher, Warren C. Briggs, 
John B. Bristol, J. G. Brown, A. F. Bunner, J. W. Casilear, Edwin B. 
Child, Jasper F. Cropsey, C. C. Curran, M. F. H. de Haas, Paul de Longpre, 
John J. Enneking, R. La Barre Goodwin, James M. Hart, William Hart, 
M. J. Heade, Albert Insley, Frank C. Jones, H. Bolton Jones, Ridgeway 
Knight, E. C. Leavitt, Charles H. Miller, Arthur Parton, Morston Ream, 
W. T. Richards, Harry Roseland, M. Rouzee, P. P. Ryder, Warren Shep- 
pard, Henry P. Smith, V. G. Stiepevich, A. F. Tait, James G. Tyler, T. 
W. Wood, and John Haberle. 



